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Readerspeak 


Thanks from the frontlines 


Your editorial, Public Health Under Threat, in the July/August 
issue of JANAC was an insightful commentary. Those of us 
working in urban hospitals see a density of public health prob- 
lems in need of intervention and expanded funding. As you so 
aptly point out, communicable diseases are rampant and 
threaten the public’s health and security. 

Editorials such as yours can serve to galvanize nurses in 
AIDS care to political action. Perhaps you could publish the 
addresses of the members of Congress to enable those nurses 
who wish to write their legislators. 

Thank you for your editorial. Your thoughts resonate with 
my feelings, and it makes me believe I am not alone in my 
opinions. Those of us on the frontlines need colleagues such as 
you giving support. 


Toni Ross, PhD, RN-C 
Forest Hills, NY 


Support for your HIV + female patients 


When I tested positive in 1990, it was a struggle to find 
other HIV+ women to talk to or information about women’s 
AIDS issues. My health care providers wanted to help, but 
didn’t have anything to give me. So we thought your readers 
might be interested to know about WORLD (Women 
Organized to Respond to Life-threatening Diseases), a monthly 
newsletters started in 1991 by, for and bout women and AIDS 
(and those who care for them). The newsletter is a great source 
of information and emotional support for women who are 
often isolated and have difficulty finding information about 
issues such as: gynecological care, relationships, talking to chil- 
dren about AIDS, lesbians, addiction and recover, clinical trials 
for women, and more. Every month’s issue begins with a story 
by an HIV+ woman. Although we started the newsletter for 
women with HIV, we have been told by providers across the 
country that WORLD helps them understand their patients 
better, and keeps them up-to-date on women’s issues. Our sub- 
scriptions are sliding scale, so your low-income patients can 
receive the newsletter for free. For a sample copy, just give us a call! 


Rebecca Denison 
WORLD 

3948 Webster St. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
Tel: 510/658-6930 
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